HIOUEN TSIANG VISITS WALA

first time that the Arabs had invaded Saurashtra, for we
learn, that Junaid, son of Abdul Rahaman Al Marri,
Governor of the Sind frontier, successfully invaded
Hindustan between the years AJD. 710-740, but returned
to his country without effecting a permanent settlement
in the conquered provinces. Whoever the invader may
have been, he effectively destroyed for ever the power
which had held sway in Saurashtra for three hundred
years. Of the city of Walabhi we get a fairly adequate
idea from the account left us by Hiouen Tsiang, when in
about A.D. 640 he visited the place while on his pilgrimage
to all the best known sites connected with Buddhism.
His account has been translated by Stanislas Julien, in his
" Histoire de la vie de Hiouen Tsiang," and " Memoires sur
les Contrees Occidentals," and from the account we learn:

The kingdom of Walabhi is about 1200 miles in
circuit; the capital has a circumference of six miles. As
to the products of the soil, nature of the climate, the
manners and character of the people, they are like those
of Malwa. The population is very numerous, and all the
families live in wealth. There are a hundred whose
wealth amounts to a million. Merchandise from distant
countries is found here in abundance. There are a
hundred (Buddhist) convents, where nearly six thousand
devotees live, who for the most part study the doctrines
of Ching-liang-pu which adhered to Siao-ching, We
count several hundred temples of the gods, and the
heretics of various sects are exceedingly numerous.

When Buddha lived in this world, he travelled often
in this region. Wherefore in all the places where he
rested, King Asoka raised pillars in honour of him, or
constructed "Stupas." We observe at intervals the
monuments that mark the places where the three past
Buddhas had sat, performed deeds, or preached the law.
The kings of the present time are of Kshatrya race; all
are nephews of King Siladitya of Malwa. At present the
son of King Siladitya of Kanya Kubja has a son-in-law
called Dhruvabhatta. He is of a quick and passionate
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